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It was in the Senate Chamber in this same
north wing that Marshall administered the oath of
office to Jefferson just one month after he himself
had taken office. There have been in American
history few more dramatic moments, few more
significant, than this occasion when these two men
confronted each other. They dct.esloci each other
with a detestation rooted in the* most essential dif-
ferences of character and outlook. As good for-
tune arranged it, however, each came to occupy
precisely that political station in which he could do
his best work and from which he could best correct
the bias of the other. Marshall's nationalism res-
cued American democracy from the vaguer horizons
to which Jefferson's cosmopolitanism beckoned,
and gave to it a secure abode with plenty of elbow-
room. Jefferson's emphasis on the right of the
contemporary majority to shape its own institu-
tions prevented Marshall's constitutionalism from
developing a privileged aristocracy. Marshall was
finely loyal to principles accepted from others;
Jefferson was speculative, experimental; the per-
sonalities of these two men did much to conserve
essential values in the American Republic.

As Jefferson turned from his oath-taking to de-
liver his inaugural, Marshall must have listened